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 NAME 
HISTORIC Blenheim , , 

AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION 2.4 mi l e s  SW of  Spring M i l l s ;  .5 m i l e ,  W of F a l l i n g  River; - 3  m i l e  E 
STREET& NUMBER o f  S t a t e  Route 648. 1.1 m i l e s  SE o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  S t a t e  R ~ u t e s  648 

and 604. , . -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

S p r i n g M i l l s  ' . . . .. -xV lC lN lTVOF . . F i f t h  (W.' C. D a d e l )  
STATE :. , 3 .  CODE , ~. COUNTY . . CODE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 
XBUILDING~S) -PRIVATE x -UNOCCUPIED 

I 
-STRUCTURE ,BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~ N O  

PRESENT USE 
mGRICULTURE ,-MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL %PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT' -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL ,TRANSPORTATlON 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME M r .  and Mrs. Douglas A .  Crowther 

STREET & NUMBER . . 
Blenheim Farm, Route 1 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

Concord - VICINITY OF 765 18 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. 

Campbell County Courthouse 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

R.ustburg V i r g i n i a  

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
DATE 

1975 -FEDERAL .%TAT€ -COUNTY L O C A L  

\ DEPOSITORY FOR 

\ sURVEyRECORDs V i r g i n i a  IIis t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  
. \ CITY. TOWN STATE 

s ! Richmond Vi rg in i a  23219 
' I 



. CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

KEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED 2 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Blenheim is a  l a r g e  farm s i t u a t e d  i n  the r o l l i n g  ~ a m ~ b e l ' l  County Piedmont. The 
small  e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  frame house is s e t  well  back from t h e  road And i s  approached 
by a  - long.  winding d r i v e .  

The house is a  long, f ive-bay,  s i n g l e - p i l e ,  story-and-a-half s t r u c t u r e  with smal l  
wings a t  e i t h e r  end and i s  s e t  on a  basement b u i l t  of b r i ck  l a i d  i n  four-course American 
bond. It is sheathed wi th  beaded weatherboards and covered wi th  a  standing-seam s h e e t  
metal roof broken by t h r e e  pedimented dormers wi th  s ix-over-s ix  sash .  The main block 

I i s  lit by nine-over-nine windows wi th  louvred b l inds ,  and t h e r e  a r e  s ix -ove r - s ix  s a s h  
I and louvred b l inds  i n  t h e  wings. Brick e x t e r i o r  end chimneys mark t h e  ends of  t h e  main 

block; the"wes t chimney is r e b u i l t .  . . ~ . .  

The d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  of.Blenheim is i t s  d e l i c a t e  woodwork. The box co rn ice  i s  
decorated wi th  d e n t i l s ,  cablemold3ings j  - a n d  -styl-ized machicolat ions,  , .which,- : 

I a r e  r e tu rned  around t h e  ends of  t h e  box. An e l abora t e  doorway marks t h e  f r o n t  en t rance .  
F lu ted  p i l a s t e r s  of undetermined o r d e r  a r e  s e t  on high p e d k t a l s  and embell ished wi th  a  
broad necking wi th  gouged swags and a  guilloche..band on t h e i r  caps.  This band is c a r r i e d  
across  t h e  door head and recessed  t o  form t h e  imposts f o r  the  s e m i c i r c u l a r  f a n l i g h t  and, 
recessed s t i l l  f u r t h e r ,  t o  form t h e  bottom r a i l  of  t h e  f a n l i g h t ,  which pro t rudes  i n t o  t h e  
tympanum of a  shal low pediment supported on e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks wi th  reeded a r c h i t r a v e s  and 
f r i e z e s  composed o f  s t y l i z e d  l eaves .  Both t h e  .front and r e a r  en t r ances  a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by 
pedimented porches wi th  chamfered pos t s  and d e n t i l  co rn ices .  

A s  i n  many o t h e r  houses of  the  Piedmont a rea ,  t h e  basement a t  Blenheim i s  an important 
l i v i n g  space. The house is thus ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  a  two-and-one-half-story, cen t r a l -passage  
"I" house. 

The basement rooms a r e  decorated p l a i n l y ,  with a  s imple Federal  mantel  i n  t h e  west 
room. This c o n s i s t s  o f  a  mantel s h e l f  supported on unadorned e n t a b l a t u r e  and f r i e z e  
blocks which i n  t u r n  r e s t  upon t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  enframement o f  the opening. This des ign  i s  
s i m i l a r  t o  P l a t e  XXI of Owen ~ i d d l e ' s  The Young c a r p e n t e r ' s  A s s i s t a n t  (1810). 

The f i r s t  f l o o r  con ta ins  a  weal th  of  f i n e  woodwork. The open-well s t a i r  has a  c losed  
s t r i n g  decorated wi th  moldings and appl ied  sawn brackets ,  t o  suggest  an open s t r i n g ,  and 
wi th  an e l a b o r a t e  arrangement of  r e c t i l i n e a r  and t r i a n g u l a r  molded panels  i n  t h e  spandre l .  
A t  t h e  landing ,  t h e  f r i e z e  i s  decorated with a l t e r n a t i n g  reeded panels  and gouged s i x -  
pointed s t a r s .  The s imple turned b a l u s t e r s  t h a t  r e s t  on the  s t r i n g  cour se  i n  each o f  
the  s t a i r s ' s  f l i g h t s  a r e  supported a t  t h e  landing on a  baseboard decora t ed  wi th  a  gu i l loche  
band enriched wi th  s ix -po in ted  appl ied  f lowers.  The e l l i p t i c a l  b a n i s t e r  is  ramped 
and eased a t  the  newels, which a r e  turned t o  bulbous p r o f i l e s .  A molded-panel dado i s  
c a r r i e d  up t h e  s t a i r s ,  w i th  a  c h a i r  r a i l  and highly a t t enua ted  p i l a s t e r s  echoing the  
b a n i s t e r  and newel pos t s .  

T h e W T r o o m  ( p a r l o r )  i s  t h e  most e l a b o r a t e l y  decorated chamber i n  t h e  house. The 
mantel', which is l o o s e l y  based upon another  model i n  P l a t e  XXI of ~ i d d l e ' s  work, c o n s i s t s  
o f  s l e n d e r ,  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  recessed-panel e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and c e n t r a l  
t a b l e t ;  t h e r e  i s  a  molded s h e l f  above. Flanking t h e  mantel a r e  doors l e a d i n g  t o  a  c l o s e t  
and t o  one o f  t h e  wings. Thei r  a r c h i t r a v e  frames a r e  surmounted by complex, na ive ly  
conceived b u t  m a s t e r f u l l y  executed e n t a b l a t u r e s ,  each wi th  a  c e n t r a l  molded panel which 
has no lower edge bu t  which te rminates  a t  t h e  door head. These panels  a r e  framed by 
symmetrical ly molded e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks support ing a  f l a t  corn ice  broken o u t  i n  an ex- 
aggerated manner ove r  the  blocks and wi th  a  machicolated f a s c i a .  An in t e rven ing  band 
of molding a t  t h e  top  of  t h e  f r i e z e  c o n s i s t s  of s t r i p s  of  f l u t i n g  s e p a r a t e d  by gouged 
e ight -poin ted  s t a r s .  Recessed-panel wainscot ing with t h e  f lu t ing -and- s t a r  design of 

(See Continuat ion Sheet b l )  
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DESCRIPTION 
(7) 

t h e  door heads used on t h e  c h a i r  r a i l ,  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. The windows 
have aed icu le  frames s i m i l a r  t o ,  but  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  than, t h e  door frames. 
Slender  reeded p i l a s t e r s  without  bases o r  c a p i t a l s  decora te  t h e  jambs and suppor t  
a  p l a i n  f r i e z e  and f l a t  machicolated corn ice .  The p i l a s t e r s  a r e  supported on ou t -  
s i z e d  f l u t e d  p e d e s p q  i n  t h e  dado. 

The d in ing  (h) room i s  a p l a i n e r  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  pa r lo r .  The mantel 
resembles t h e  p a r l o r  mantel ,  bu t  t h e  p i l a s t e r s  have recessed panels ;  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  
blocks and t a b l e t  a r e  undecorated. Doors t o  a  c l o s e t  and t o  t h e  wing, with p l a i n  
a r c h i t r a v e  frames, f l a n k  t h e  mantel,  and recessed-panel wainscot ing wi th  a  beaded 
c h a i r  r a i l  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  room. 

A frame s t a b l e ,  probably d a t i n g  from t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  su rv ives  
t o  t h e  e a e  o f  t h e  house. 

vdc3i- 
DTU 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The R e g i s t e r  bounds a r e  r e c t a n g u l a r  and a r e  bounded on t h e  southwest  by the  
d r i v e  and on t h e  o t h e r  t h r e e  s i d e s  by imaginary l i n e s .  These boundaries  enc lose  
t h e  house and e a r l y  s t a b l e .  



a SIGNIFICANCE 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNINPLANNlNG -LANDSCAPEARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

A R C H E O L O G Y  -HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

XARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

4RT , . ' ; -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THU\TER 

-COMMERCE : ... -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT , -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY -POLITICSfGOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY1 

i N V E N T l O N  

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OFSIGNIFICANCE 

Blenheim, s i t u a t e d  i n  the  r o l l i n g  Piedmont h i l l s  of Campbell County, is notable  f o r  
i ts  e l a b o r a t e ,  p r o v i n c i a l l y  conceived but  s k i l l f u l l y  executed, woodwork. While g e n e r a l l y  
r a r e ,  decora t ion  so profuse ly  app l i ed  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  b e s t  q u a l i t y  houses i n  
Piedmont Virg in ia .  Normal'ly it would not  be found i n  a dweLling wi th  so modest an e x t e r i o r  
a s  Blenheim. Probably b u i l t  by t h e  Jones fami ly  sometime a f t e r  1810,Blenheim is a monument 
t o  t h e  r u r a l  c raf t sman 's  a r t .  

In  1809 John Reid s o l d  345 a c r e s  of  land  on t h e  F a l l i n g  River t o  William Jones, t h e  
son of h i s  neighbor Major Jones. This land included t h e  present  Blenheim. The house may 
have been e rec t ed  soon a f t e r  Jones 'spurchase o f  t h e  land;  it seems l i k e l y ,  a t  any r a t e ,  
t h a t  he l i v e d  t h e r e  from the  time he acquired t h e  proper ty ,  f o r  no o t h e r  land i s  charged 
t o  him i n  t h e  county t a x  books. It is more l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  t h e  present  house was 
e rec t ed  as  l a t e  a s  1828, when t h e  t a x  assessment f o r  Blenheim's improvements was r a i s e d  
from $600 t o  $2000, w i th  t h e  c r y p t i c  n o t a t i o n  "a l te red ."  

The decora t ion  a t  Blenheim, whi le  h igh ly  o r i g i n a l  a s  a whole, does show a debt  t o  
Owen Bidd le ' s  The Young c a r p e n t e r ' s  A s s i s t a n t  (Phi lade lphia ,  Richmond, and Lexington, Ky., 
1810), a book which was used i n  t h e  des ign  of  Point  of Honor, an e l egan t  house i n  nearby 
Lynchburg. In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  basement mantel a t  Blenheim adheres q u i t e  c l o s e l y  t o  a 
des ign  i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  P l a t e  XXI of ~ i d d l e ' s  book. Other  aspec ts  of t h e  woodwork show a 
more genera l  debt  t o  the  book and a r e  i l l u s t r a t i v e  of t h e  very  f r e e  manner i n  which the  b e s t  
p rov inc ia l  craf tsmen used the  published resources  a v a i l a b l e  t o  them. 

Jones d ied  i n  1858, and t h e  proper ty  passed t o  h i s  wife.  I n  1869 William   ones's 
son Lamech s o l d  Blenheim t o  E. C. Randolph, who quickly  conveyed i t  t o  John Devereux. 
Devereux gave t h e  proper ty  i t s  p resen t  name. 

A f t e r  passing through s e v e r a l  subsequent owners, Blenheim has been renovated by i ts  
present  owners, M r .  and Mrs, Douglas Crowther. 



I Biddle, Owen. The Young Carpenter's Assistant.  Philadelphia, Pa., 1810. 

Campbell County Deed Books 8, 35. 
Campbell County Land Tax Books. 
Campbell County W i l l  Book 12. 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA QUADRANGLE NAME: Mike, Va. 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATEI) PROPERTY 3 QUADRANGLE SCALE: 1 :24000 

UTM REFERENCES 

I AM 1,718,8,4 
ZONE EASTING 

71 4 w 
NORTHING 

~ L - l I I I I ~ I I l I i  I l l 7  
i I ,  , , , NORTHING , , , , , 1 
I VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning a t  a .point on N s i d e  of pr ivate  drive,. about ,2400' SE o f  in te rsec t ion  of 
. . sa id  dr ive wi,th S t a t e  Route ,648; thence extending about 300' NE to  540' contour; ., . - 

thence extending about 480' SE; thence extending about 350' SW t o  N s i d e  of private 
drive; thence following s a i d  s ide  of sa id  drive about 600' NW t o  point of o r ig in .  

i t . . . .  . ! I .  : . . 
i . ) :  

I . . 
I 
I LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

- 
STATE 

I 
CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission January 1977 
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$ ,  

221 Governor S t ree t  804-786-3144 
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Richmond ' Virginia 23219 

 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclyjion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and proced 
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